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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1National Board of Trial Advocacy

Division of the National Board of Legal Specialty Certification

200 Stonewall Boulevard, Suite 1

Wrentham, Massachusetts 02093

Telephone: 508-384-6565  Fax: 508-384-8223
www.nblsc.us
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Mark Policy & License Agreement

Your use of the marks "National Board of Trial Advocacy," "NBTA," and the NBTA logo will be permitted only under the terms of the attached member license agreement.  As set forth in that agreement, your use of these marks must be approved by the Executive Director of the NBTA prior to use.

The NBTA's Executive Director will apply the following standards, among others, when determining whether your use of any of these marks is acceptable.  Please note that this policy is subject to change from time to time without notice.

No use of these marks will be permitted that:
 

inaccurately reflects a practitioner's status as a certified member or affiliate of the NBTA;
 

makes a false or misleading statement with respect to the NBTA, its certified members or activities;
· includes a comparative or superlative statement relating to the practitioner and the NBTA (e.g., "the only NBTA-certified practitioner in Russell County," "the firm with more NBTA-certified attorneys than any other in Wisconsin," or "the top NBTA-certified firm in criminal practice"); unless such statement is verified by the Executive Director prior to making any comparisons or superlative statements.  This is required to assure accuracy of the claim.  NBTA's Executive is not static and without home office verification, there is no method by which a member can validate claims of comparisons or use of superlatives.

 

is inconsistent with applicable state law relating to attorney advertising or marketing; or

 

is determined by the Executive Director to be inconsistent with the NBTA's professional and 


dignified image.  In determining whether an advertisement is consistent with the NBTA's image, the 

Executive Director will consider, among other things, the proportionate size of the NBTA's marks 

in relation to other text, graphics or art used in connection with the certified member's advertisement 

or marketing materials.

You may contact Melissa Sternbach, Executive Director, at (508) 384-6565 if you have any questions or concerns about this policy or any proposed advertisement.

PLEASE TURN OVER TO COMPLETE THE FORM WITH YOUR SIGNATURE.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1License Agreement

This document is a non-exclusive license agreement between the undersigned (“you” or “your”) and National Board of Trial Advocacy, Inc. (the “NBTA”).  This license sets forth your limited right to use the following marks:
(I)
NATIONAL BOARD OF TRIAL ADVOCACY
(ii)
NBTA, and

(iii)
the NBTA logo (reproduced as figure I).

Your use of each of these Marks is permitted solely under the terms of this agreement, the provisions of which may only be modified by a written instrument signed by the Executive Director of the NBTA (the “Executive Director”).

By signing this agreement, you acknowledge that the Marks are the sole property of the NBTA and that your use of any of these Marks will be permitted solely at the NBTA’s discretion.  The NBTA reserves the right to revoke this license at any time and without further notice to you.

By signing this license, you agree to receive approval from the Executive Director prior to printing or publishing (including posting to a web site) any advertisement or marketing materials that incorporate any of the Marks.  The NBTA agrees not to unreasonably withhold its approval for such use of the Marks, and the NBTA agrees that approval will be deemed granted if your application for use of the Mark(s) is not rejected, by written notice to you, within 90 days of the NBTA’s actual receipt of your application.

Your use of these Marks is further conditioned on your continued good standing as a certified member of the NBTA.  In the event that the good standing of your certification ceases for any reason, you will immediately and without further notice cease all use of the Marks and use your best efforts to terminate all advertising incorporating any of the Marks.

You agree not to modify, alter or otherwise make a derivative work of the NBTA’s logo or to use any mark or logo that references your certification by the NBTA other than the Marks described in this agreement.  You may, however, alter the size of the NBTA logo to permit its reproduction on letterhead, business cards or print advertisements.

When representing you status as a certified NBTA member, you agree to identify your certification in the following manner only:

[Name]

Board Certified [civil/criminal/family law] Trial Advocate
By the National Board of Trial Advocacy
[indicate State affiliation, if applicable (e.g., A (state) Supreme Court Approved Agency); check your applicable state law relating to attorney advertising or marketing ]
In the event that you use any of the Marks in any advertisement or marketing materials that include references to both NBTA certified members and non-certified practitioners, you agree that your advertisement and marketing materials will clearly distinguish between NBTA certified members and non-certified practitioners.

By signing this agreement, you agree to the jurisdiction and venue of the federal and state courts sitting in Boston, Massachusetts for the resolution of any disputes arising from this license (including those arising from its validity, interpretation or enforceability).  You waive any claim of forum non conveniens or similar objection to that venue by signing this license.  You also agree that money damages would not be adequate to make the NBTA whole for your breach of this Agreement because the Marks are unique property, and therefore you agree to injunctive relief for any violation of this agreement.

The laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts will govern this license agreement, regardless of any Massachusetts choice of law rule to the contrary.






I have read this license agreement and I agree to its terms.
              
              _______________________________________________________






[Signature]





_______________________________________________________






[Print Name]





_______________________________________________________






[Date]


















