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Legal Writing 
Name_____________________________________________________

An initial applicant for certification shall submit two copies of each sample of legal writing (for a total of twelve), which he or she has prepared and filed no more than three (3) years before the date of application.  
The documents must be:
1. Two memoranda or detailed letters with an administrative law judge in anticipation of conducting a hearing in a SSD case (including requests for decisions on the record) or after conducting a hearing but before a judge has decided the claim.  The submissions must be accompanied by a waiver from the claimant so as to prevent a violation of SS Act 42 USC 130(a) and the Privacy Act, 5 USC 552(A).
2. Two appeals council briefs.  The submissions must be accompanied by a waiver from the claimant so as to prevent a violation of SS Act 42 USC 130(a) and the Privacy Act, 5 USC 552(A).

3.
Two federal appeals briefs filed in US District Court or the Circuit Court of Appeals.
The documents may contain some or all of the following depending on the specific item:  

(a)    a substantial document no less than 15-20 pages in length;

(b) concise and accurately written;

(c) well constructed (i.e. organized, grammatical, demonstrative of good syntax & usage).
(d) statement of facts (either actual or hypothetical);

(e) statement of applicable law;   

(f) analysis of how the law applies to the facts;

(g) written in an appropriately argumentative manner. 
The quality of the document will be evaluated on the above criteria and will determine whether the applicant is qualified for certification.  Please complete all applicable sections below and submit this cover page with the copies of your documents.
Memoranda or Letter #1
Title____________________________________________________________________Date______________________________

Memoranda or Letter #2
Title____________________________________________________________________Date______________________________

Appeal Council Brief #1
Title____________________________________________________________________Date______________________________

Appeal Council Brief #2
Title____________________________________________________________________Date______________________________

Federal Appeals Brief #1
Title____________________________________________________________________Date______________________________

Federal Appeals Brief #2
Title____________________________________________________________________Date______________________________

