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Memo:  Important SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY Advocacy Examination Information


From: Gwen Arcangelo, Assistant Director





One of the biggest concerns for our applicants is having to take another exam.    Many of you swore you would never take another exam after your bar exam, but now suddenly you will find yourself about to take another exam.  The information below we hope will answer your questions about our exam and address your concerns about this step of the certification process. 





The exam is a six hour exam in which examinees are given hypothetical fact patterns that require knowledge of Social Security Disability (SSDI and SSI) administrative procedures and ethics.  The exam may include one appellate brief writing question or questions involving a pre-hearing memorandum or brief to be submitted to an Administrative Law Judge.  Questions may include reopening prior applications and pursuing subsequent applications, hearing level strategic decisions, Social Security Disability (SSDI and SSI) law and practice, including administrative and judicial appeals and common medical impairments, etc.  The questions contained in the exam are geared to evaluate basic knowledge of the usual legal procedures, core substantive law and ability that is common to specialists in the area of SSD Advocacy. The exam is not designed to be a bar or law school type of exam.





The exam may be taken at any time in the application process.  The exam is given twice a year.  The next exam dates available are: October 15, 2011, April 21, 2012 & October 13, 2012.  Registration material for an exam is sent two months prior to the exam date.   You will automatically receive registration material before every exam until you have actually taken and passed one (contingent upon file eligibility).  There is no need to contact our office if you cannot take a particular exam.


				


	Our exam sites change with each exam administration and are announced two months prior to the exam.  If there is a site that you would like to suggest for an upcoming exam, please let me know.  I will do everything I can to accommodate your suggestion.   Please Note: exam administration sites cannot be added for an exam after the registration materials have been sent out, so please contact me as early as possible with your suggestions. 





	If you have any additional questions, please call or email me.  I look forward to helping you complete our exam requirement.

















